St. Mark’s Worship Sunday March 21, 2021
Welcome to our Online Worship
5th Sunday in Lent
Prelude
Welcome and Call To Worship
Opening Song – Lift High the Cross				Verse 1-4		ELW 660
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Refrain
	Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
	till all the world adore his sacred name.

Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain

All newborn servants of the Crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain

So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain
Mission Statement
“Celebrating God’s Love and Forgiveness, We serve others” 
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen.
God hears us when we cry and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remem3333bers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
Greeting
From the one who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty; grace and peace be with you all.
And also, with you.    
Prayer of the Day 
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Lesson 1 – Jeremiah 31:31-34
The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make a new covenant with the people. There will be no need to teach the law, because God will write it on their hearts.
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
Return to God with all your heart, the source of grace and mercy. Come seek the tender graciousness of God. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel – John 12:20-33		    
Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’ words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered.
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon	Pastor Karla Halvorson
Hymn of the Day – Now the Green Blade Rises		Verse 1, 2, 4		ELW 379

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been;
Love is come again like wheat arising green.

In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,
Thinking that he would never wake again;
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;
Love is come again like wheat arising green.

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Your touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
Love is come again like wheat arising green.
Prayers of Intercession
Leader:  Hear us, O God.
Congregation: Your mercy is great.
Blessing of prayer quilts
The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also, with you.
(you may share the peace of Christ with anyone who is with you, share the peace in the comments, text an offering of peace to someone, or simply send a prayer of blessing and peace to someone.)  
Offering 
St. Mark’s Church, 580 Hilltop Dr. Chula Vista, CA 91910
Venmo: @stmarks-churchchulavista
Offering Song – Create in Me a Clean Heart				
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
And renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
And take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,
And uphold me with your free Spirit.
OFFERING PRAYER
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us always, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen.	
Community Time
Blessing
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen.
Sending Song – On Our Way Rejoicing		Verse 1-2			ELW 537

On our way rejoicing
Gladly let us go.
Christ our Lord has conquered;
Vanquished is the foe.
Christ without, our safety;
Christ within, our joy;
Who, if we be faithful,
Can our hope destroy?

Refrain
	On our way rejoicing;
	as we forward move,
	hearken to our praises,
	O blest God of love!

Unto God the Father
Joyful songs we sing;
Unto God the Savior
Thankful hearts we bring;
Unto God the Spirit
Bow we and adore,
On our way rejoicing
Now and evermore.  Refrain
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
Share the Peace of the Lord in the comments below!
